“Centennial Celebration of Bacteriophage Research”
Tbilisi, Georgia, June 26-29, 2017

Dear prospective Attendee,
We would like to inform you that the Eliava Institute of Bacteriophage, Microbiology, and Virology (EIBMV, Tbilisi, Georgia) is organizing an international conference: “Centennial Celebration of Bacteriophage Research”, which will be held in Tbilisi, Georgia on June 26-29, 2017. 

For the past century bacteriophages, viruses of bacteria served and continue to serve as a basic model for understanding the fundamental principles of life. Indeed, research on bacteriophages is inseparable from emergence of the field of molecular biology and led to major discoveries, from the identification of DNA as the genetic material, all the way to the discovery of the CRISP-Cas systems which recently revolutionized many disciplines in life sciences. Phages have also are known to be an effective therapy against various human bacterial infections and will be an integral part of the war against antibiotic resistance. 

The year 2017 marks the 100th anniversary of the initiation of bacteriophage research by Felix D’Herelle at Institute Pasteur in Paris. To celebrate this occasion, The Institute Pasteur, in collaboration with the Eliava Institute (where Félix D'Herelle spent a significant amount of time in the early 1930s working with his Georgian colleague Professor George Eliava), are organizing special twin conferences in these historic locations – the “cradles” of bacteriophage research and application: Institute Pasteur (April 24-26, 2017, Paris, France) and Eliava Institute (June 26-29, 2017, Tbilisi, Georgia). The Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University is a co-organizer of the Tbilisi event. The both events aim at providing a broad overview of the major milestones in the bacteriophage research. 
The Tbilisi Conference will place the special emphasis to the therapeutic, biotechnological and industrial applications of bacteriophages. The aim of the conference is to enhance the awareness of applying bacteriophages in therapy and prophylaxis of bacterial diseases, while reducing the use of antibiotics where possible.  
The Organizers strongly believe that the professional exchange of scientific knowledge and expertise between the researchers representing different countries will lead to new approaches in the fight against emerging or re-emerging, health threatening, multi-drug resistant bacteria, and will contribute to the improvement of human, animal, and plant health.  
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